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"What is the meaning of thlsf" Tho
stranger addressed hi question ,to
Meriem in a tongue she dhl not under-
stand. She sheek her lu'uel and speike
In Arabic. Instantly the man changed
ids (piestloit to tlait language.

"The e' ineu are taking me nwny
fre.m Ke.rak," innt'd the girl. "This
one would have harmed me, The oth-

er, whe he bus Just kllb'd, tried tei step
him. They were both very bael men,
but this erne' js the worse. If my Keirak
wire here he would kill him. I sup-
pose you are lik- them, so you will mt
kill hlui."

The' stranger smlleil. "He deserves
killing." he said. 'There is m doubt
of that. Once I slmuld have killed him,
but iietw not. I will see, though, that
he does not bother yeu any nieire," -

He was holding Malblhn in u grasp
the giant Sweelc cenjhl imt break,
though he- - struggleel te de se, and' he
was holding him as easily as Malblhn
might have he-h- l a Utile child, yet Mal-

bihu was a huge man, mightily theweel.
The Swede began to rage ami curse;
lb- - struck at his capte.r, only to be
twisted about nnel he hi at arm's length.
The n he shouteel te Ids be.ys to eome
ami 1.111 the stranger.

In response a tlewn strange blacks
ente ivel ihe' The-y- , teo, we-r- pow-

erful, eh'nu llmbeel men, imt at all
like the mangy crew that.fedlowed the
Swe-eles- .

"UV have had enough feiollshne'ss,"
said tlie stranger t Malbllin. "Yeu
elesei-v- ile.-ith- , but I am Dot the law.
1 know now wlm you are. I have
he1. nil of you You and eur
friend bear a most unsavory reputa-
tion. We elo not want yeu In our coun-

try. I shall let you go this time, but
should you ever I shall take the
law into my own hands, New, get eutf,
und ne-x- t time you see me reme'iuber
who I am," and he spe.ke a name In
1hc Suede's a name that more

biibdueel the scoundn-- l than
many The-- he' gave him a

push that carrie-- him boelily through
the i at doorway, b sprawl upon the
turf be'volid.

"Netw," he- - said, turning toward Me-r--

in, "who has the key tt this thing
about your

The girl pointcel to Jenssen's body.
"He earrie-- it always," she' said.

The stranger searched the clothing
on the corpse until he upon the
key. A moment niere Meriem was
fleev

"Will you let me go back to my Ko-

rak?" she asked.
"I will see that you are returned to

ye.ur pceiple," the stronger replied.
"Who are- - they, and where Is their vil-

lage?"
He had been eyeing her strange, bar-bar- b

garnmnturo womleringly. From
her speech she' was e.vMently an Arab
girl, but he had never before seen ene
thus clotjieel.

"Who are your people? Who Is
lie asked again. ' 1

"Korak ! Why, Korak Is an ape. I
have no etther people. Korak and I

live' in the jungle alone since A'ht
went to be king of the apes." She had
always thus pronounced Akut's name,
for so It had sounded to her wheu first
she with Korak ami the npe.

A eiuestioiiing yxpression entereel the
stranger's eyes. He looked at the girl
closely.

"So Korak is au ape'?" he said. "Aud
what. 'pray, are you?"

"I am Merb in. I alse am an ape."
"M'm." was the stranger's only oral

comment upon this startling announce-
ment, i'ut what he thought might
have' been partially Interpreted through
the pitying light that entereel his eyes.
He' approached the girl nnel started te

lay his hand upon her forehead. She
drew back with a savage little growl.
A smile te.uched his lips.

"You need not fear mv," he said. "I
shall not harm you. I only wish to
eliseoveT if ou have fever If jou are
entirely well. If you are; we will set
forth In search of Korak."
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even so much as show hini.-cl-f to the
patient little waiter moving, silent and
stately, beside her hard captors.

Jt was on the fourth day that Mer-
iem began definitely to give up hope.
Something had happened to Korak.
She knew It., lie would never conic
now, and these men would take hei
away, Presently they would kill her.
She would never see her Korak again.

Oil this day the Swedes resred, foi

they had marched rapidly and thViij
men were tired. Malblhn and Jenssen
hud gone from caiup to hunt, t;iklii;;
different directions. j

They hud been gone about an homj
when-th- door of Merieia's tent

and Malblhn entered, ilis lool,j
portended lio good to the gill.

Out in the jungle Jensen
down two bucks. His hiintini.,

had not carried him far tdield, no:
was he prone to permit it to do so. lle(
was suspicious of Malbihu. The very
fact that his companion had refused to

uccoinpany him and eleeted iu.vuad to
hunt alone in r direction wouhi
not, under ordinary circumstances
have seemed fraught with sinister sug j

gcsllou, but Jenssen knew Malbihu
well, and so. having secured meat, hc
turned immediately hack '.n:rd camp
while his boys brought hi.-- Hi).

He laid covered about half the re-- ,

turn journey when a -- cream cam
faintly to his ears from the direction'
of camp. He halted to lMtui. It wa:

repeated twice. Then Nilei.ce.
With a muttered curse J nssen

broke into a rapid run. What a fool
Malbihu was, indeed, thuv to chance
Jeopardizing u fortune!

Further away from camp than Jin-- '

sen and upon the opposite side an-- ;

other heard Meriem's 'screams a'
stranger who was even aware of
tho proximity of white' men oiler than'
himself, a huntei with a handful of
sleek, black warriors.

He, too, listened ihtciitly for a mo-

ment. That the oicc was that of a
woman In distress h- - could not doubt.'
and so 1k also hastened at a run in
the direction o! the affrivhtcd voice,
but he was nun h farther away than
Jenssen, so that the latter reached the
tent first.

What the Swede found there roused
no pity within his calloused heart, only,
auger against his fellow scoundn 1.

Meriem was fighting o.f her attacker.
Malblhn was showering bl.Avs upon
her.

Jenssen. streaming foul curses upon
his erstwhile friend, burst into the
tent. Malblhn, interrupted, dropped
his victim and turned to meet Jens-sen'- s

infuriated charge.
He whipped a revolver from his hip.

Jenssen, anticipating the lightning
move of the other's band, drew almost!
simultaneously, and both in. n tired ut
once.

Jenssen was still moving toward
Malblhn at the time, but at the Hash
of the. explosion he stopped. His re-

volver dropped Irom nerve less tiuge-rs- .

For u moment he staggered elnrnke itly.
I K'llberately Malblhn put twe more
bullets Into his trie-mi'- hotly at cle.sej

range.
Even in the midst ef the exciteme nt

ami her terror Meriem found herself
wondering at the tenacity of life
which the hit man i!isplayed. His
eyes ,vere chod, his head elropped
forwanl upem his breast, his hands
hung limply before him. Ve-- t still he
StOeel there Upon Ids feet, though lie
reeled horribly.

It was mt until the third bulle t had
found its murk within his body thai
he lunged forwanl upem his face. Then
Malblhn approached hlni and, with an'

ath, klckeel Uim ic1oUsly. Then he
turned once inure' b Me fiem.

At the same Instant the tlaps ef the'
tent opened silently and a tall white
man st od In the? aperture'. Ne ither
Meriem or Malbihu saw the newcom-
er. The latt.'T's back was toward him,
while' his body bid 1he stranger frean
Meriem's eye.

He crosseel the tv-- epiiekly, step-plu- g

over Jonsscii' body. The first
intimation Malbihu had was a heavy
linnel upon his shoulder.

He wheeleel, to face an utter stran-
ger, a tall, black haired, gray e.yed
stranger, clael in khaki and pith hel-

met. Malblhn for his gun

--v K f--

t M ...
But at the Flash of the Explosion Keg

Stcp?d

again,, but nne.ther iiar.el bad been
quicker th.m his ntnl he saw th
weapon tossed te the ground ut the
side of the tent eut of reach,

(C'ont'.nuol from last week)
s Meriem was brought forth from
lurkness of the hut's interior the
men turned, with every appcar- -

.11' of disinterestedness, to glance at
h i. It was with difficulty that Mai-Mi-

suppressed an ejaculation of as-- t
iiiiishment. The girl's beauty fairly

; 'k his breath from him. But in-.- -;

ititly he recovered his poise and
tut ik d to Koyudoo. j

VV. Ur he snl.l to the old ehlef.
"N slie not both young and, good

ltnilJnv" u.sked Kovudoo.
"Slie is not old," replied Malblhn.

"Hut. n so, he will be a burden.
V 1M not eoino from the north after

wive-- . There are more than enough
tie re for us."

Menem m.mmI looking straight nt Jhe
white men. She expeeted nothing from

mfm fife

"Is She Not Both Young and Good

Looking?" Asked Kovudoo.

them they vrere to her as much ene-

mies a: the Mack men. She hated and
feared them all. Mitlhthn'ffpoke to Ihm

in Arablo. .

"We ar friepds." he said. "Would
you like' to have us take you away
from lure?"

.Slowly ami dimly, as tliougli from ft

great disiawe, recollection of the once
familiar tonirue returned to her.'

"1 shoiftd like to go free," she "said,
"ami ;ro back to Korak."

"You would like to go with us?"

pellted MalMhn.
said M riem.

Mall'lhn turned t( Kovudoo. "She
does not wish to go with us," he said.

"You are men." returned the black.
"Can you not take her by force?"

"It would only add to our troubles,"
replied the Swede. "No, Kovudoo, We

do not wish her. though. If you wish
to be rid of her, we will take her away
because of our friendship for you."

Now, Kovudoo knew' that he had
made a Pale. They wanted her. So he
cojnmeiiee.1 to bargain, and In the end
the person of Meriem passed from the
possession of the black chieftain Into
that of the two Swedes In consldera
lion of six yards of Amerlkan, three
empty brass cartridge shells and a

Miiiiy new Jackknlfe from NVw Jersey.
And all but Meriem were more than

1 .lea Ned with th" bargain;
Kovudoo stipulated but a single con-

dition, and that was that the Euro-pean- s

were to have his.- village and
take the girl with them as early the
next 'morning as they cvlld get start-

ed. After the sale he did not hesitate
to explain ids reasons for this demand,
lie told them of strenuouH attempts
of the girl's savage mate fo rescue her,
and suggested that the sooner they got
her out of the country the more likely
they were to retain possession of her.

Meriem was again bound and placed
under guard, but this time In the tent
of the Swede;?. Malblhn talked to her,
trying to persuade her to accompany
them willingly. He told her that they
would return' her to her mvn village,
but when he discovered that idle would

rather die than go back to the od
sheik he assured her that they would
not take her thtre nor, as a matter
of fact, had they any intention vt o

doing. i M -

All that night Meriem Jay listening
for a signal-fro- Korntt,. All about

the jungle, .life moved through the
darknes,. To her sensitive ears cfttue
sounds that the others in the,-cam-

could not hear, sounds tuui.ihu Inter-- .

as we might Interpret the

speerh of a friend, but not once came

a single note that betokened the pres-

ence of Korak. Hut hc knew that he

would come. Nothing short of death
itself could prevent her Korak from

returning to her. '

Whit delayed him. though?
' W hen morning came irgatn and the

night had brought no succoring Korak
M. fnith and loyalty, were wtlll

unshaken, though Tntglvlng iegan to
assail her a to the safety of her!

friend. It seemed unbelievable that
serious mlshat could have overtaken
her wonderful Korak, who dally passed
unseathed through all th terrors of
the Jungle, let morning came, the
mornliiL' meal was eaten, the eamp
broken, and the disreputable safari of
the Swedes was again on the move

northward with still no sign of the
rescue by Korak the girl momentarily
expeeted. '

All that day lliey marched and the

next and the next. Nor did Korak
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CHAPTER X.
Korak's Vengeance.

Meriem lookeel straight lnte the keen
gray eyes. She' must, have foutal ther
au uiapie'st biuable assurance of the
honorable-nes- of the-i- r owner, fer she
permitted him to lay ids palm upon
her forehead and fee l her pulse.

she had no fever.
"How long have you be'e-- an ape?"

asked the- - man.
'Since I was a little girl, many,

many years age, ami Korak came ami
took me from my father, who was
beating me. SJnce then I have lived
In the trees with Keirak and A'ht."

"Whe-r- In the Jungle lives Korak?"
asked the stranger.

Meriem pointed with a sweep of her
hand that t k in, generously, half the
contine-n- t ef Africa.

"(.'eiuhl you find your way back to
hi in?"

"I elo not know," she replied, "but
he will find his way to me."

"Then I have a plan," said the slrau-ge-- r.

"I live but a few marches from
. I shall take you home, where

my wife will look after you ami care
fetr you until we can linel Korak er
Korak limls us. If he could llnel you
here, lie ean find you at my village.
Is It not so?"

Me-rie- thought that it was so, but
she1 ellel uot like the bleu f t n t start-
ing Immedhttely back to meet Korak.
On the either hand, the man hail no
intention of permitting this poor, in-

sane child te wander further amid the
dangers of the jungle. Whence she
hael ce.me or what she had undergone
he'.eould neit guess, but that her Korak
and the'ir life among the apes was but
a figment of a disorden-e- l nilml he
couhf not eloubt.

lb kue-- the jungle well, ami he
knew that men hael liveel alone ami
naked among the savage beasts fr
years, but a frail ami slender girl!
No, It was not possible.

Teige-the-- r they went outside. Mal-biltn- 's

boys wen fclrlklng camp in
preparation for n hasty departure. The
strange r's blacks were conversing with
them. Malblhn steenl ut a distance,
angry and glowering.

: The stranger approached one of his
e II ltie-- .

"Find eait where the-- got this girl,"
he commanded.

The Smith flusic Shop
THE COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER

McKInlcy Standard Edition of Music. Extra large stock of Opera
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duo, ) y:ul. 'That H nil tluit this
fellow tell tee. lie pretends that
he knows not hi n;.; mon', ami 1 thinlc
thai he (lois not. These two white
men were wry had men. They did
many things that their hoys Knew not
the meanings of. it would he well,
Dwaiia, to Kill the other."' '

"I wish that I mi-Jit- . n new law
Is conn- - into this part of the juiurlc.
it is not as it was In the old day, Ma-viri- ,"

replied the master.
The strnnm remained until Mulbiha

und his safari had disappeared into
the Jungle toward the north. Meriem,
tru.sil'ui now, stood at his side. Gi-ck-

clutched in one slim, brown hand.
They talked together, the man won-deri- n

at the falterinK Arabic of the
girl, but uttribtiJin-,- ' It finally to her
defective mentality. Could lie have
known that years had elapsed tdncu
she hud used it until she was taken
by the Swedes, ho would not have
wondered that bad half forgot-
ten it.

There was yet another reason why
the lanvruap oil the sheik had (hus
readily eluded her, but 'of that reason
she herself could not have guessed tin'
truth any h ttn- than could ihe man.

He tried to persuade her to return
with him to his "llhiKo," us he called
It, or "donar" In Arabic, but she was
Insistent upon searching Immediately
for Kor.'ik. As a last resort he deter-
mined to take hel with him by force
rather than saerllico her life to the In-

sane hallucination which haunted her
Put, i u wie man, he determined
to humor her litsL and then attempt to
lead her lis lie Would have her go.

So when they took up their man h
it Was in the.diie lion of the south,
thongh M onii ranch lay nhuost due
east.

(Continued next wctk)
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